Sailing Instructions. 
1.
General

Racing will take place under the current International Sailing Federation (I.S.A.F.) the Racing Rules of Sailing (R.R.S.), the Prescriptions of the R.Y.A., any appropriate class rules, those sailing instructions and any amendments properly notified.

2.
Insurance/ Liability

The safety of a yacht and her entire management, including insurance against any risk, including the responsibility to third parties, shall be the sole and inescapable responsibility of the owner/ competitor racing/ sailing the yacht.

The establishment of these Sailing Instructions in no way reduces the complete responsibility of the owner/ competitor for his/ her yacht and the management thereof. The race organisers or any event sponsors shall not be liable for any loss, damage, personal injury or death, howsoever caused to the owner/ competitor, his skipper or crew as a result of their taking part in any race. Moreover, every owner/ competitor warrants the suitability of his yacht for the race or races and that he holds adequate insurance without restriction, to a minimum value of £500,000 (insurance must be extended to cover racing and dinghy park risks).

3.
Safety

Personal buoyancy shall be worn by all crewmembers at all times whilst on the water at Peterhead. Wetsuits/ drysuits do not constitute adequate personal buoyancy. 

3.1
Rescue boat(s)

Rescue boat(s) will be available during all organised club events. Once assistance has been accepted, the instructions of the safety crew must be observed.

4.
Communications

4.1
Class/ Warning Signals
Catamaran

            Appropriate Class Flag TBA

Monohull/General

Appropriate Class Flag TBA

Shortened Course

Flag “S”

Race Postponement

Answering Pennant

Race Abandoned

Flag “N”

Individual Recall

Flag “X”

General Recall


1st Substitute

4.2.
Noticeboards

The competitors’ noticeboard and general noticeboards will be located in or adjacent to the Clubhouse.

5.
Course Information

The course areas at Peterhead for Club racing will be:

 (a). Inside the Bay of Refuge

 (b). Outside the Bay of Refuge

 (c). A combination of the above

5.1.
Briefings

The course will be displayed on the competitors noticeboard at the Clubhouse, or as detailed by the Race Officer at his/ her briefing. Prior to leaving the beach, it is a requirement of all participating helms to sign on to the race entry form for the day.

6.
Touching a Mark

A boat may exonerate herself in accordance with Rule 31.2 by completing one tack and one gybe at the earliest opportunity.

7.
Number of Laps

The number of rounds will not be displayed on the course board. Racing at Peterhead will be conducted using the average lap system. Racing will continue until the Race Officer decides to shorten the course, after a suitable period of racing. The time at which the race is shortened will be at the sole discretion of the Race Officer, and will depend upon the relative positions of the boats racing, weather etc. The flying of code flag “S” and the sounding of two sound signals from the Committee boat will signal the shortened course. Boats will finish the race when they cross the finishing line at the end of the round that they are on when the shortened course was signaled, and they have fulfilled any penalty obligations (see R.R.S. 31.2 and 44.2).

8.
Start Times

The actual start times will be specified by the Race Officer, and also in the Sailing Programme. Starts will not be postponed for the benefit of late arrivals. Races abandoned due to adverse weather will not be rescheduled.

8.1.
Start/ Finish Lines

The Start/ Finish lines will be detailed by the Race Officer at his/ her briefing.

8.2.
Late Starters

After the start signal of a race and until the last competitor has finished the race, competitors must not cross the start line in the wrong direction.

8.3.
Starting Signals/ Sequence

5 Minutes
General handicap class flag

1 sound signal

4 Minutes
Preparatory flag


1 sound signal

1 Minute
Preparatory flag struck

1 sound signal

0 Minutes
General handicap start flag struck
1 sound signal

8.4.
Premature Starting

A boat, which starts prematurely, must return and re-cross the line by going round the ends. Any boat that does not return and re-cross the line before reaching the first mark will be disqualified.

9.
Alternative Penalties

The 2 tacks, 2 gybes penalty (1 tack, 1 gybe for Cat’s) as provided for in R.R.S. 44.2 shall be the standard penalty for infringement of Rules of Part 2 of the R.R.S.

10.
Protests

Protests must be made in accordance with the ISAF Racing Rules of Sailing. A boat protesting another boat for an infringement taking place on the water must endeavor to inform the boat being protested as soon as possible after the alleged infringement. The boat, if over 6m, protesting must fly a protest flag, as soon as possible after the alleged infringement has taken place.

All protests must be submitted, together with a £2.00 deposit, to the Race Officer within one hour of the end of that race, or in the case of back to back races, within one hour of the end of the scheduled races. The Protest Committee in special circumstances may extend the time limit.

11.
Scoring System

                    The ISAF place points low point scoring system will be used for all Club series racing. However ties will be broken by the best discard procedure, or on the last race if a tie still exists after the best discard system has been used.

11.1.
Did Not Finish (DNF)

A competitor who ranks as a started, but retires during or after a race has finished will be allocated points equal to the number of starters on the day plus one.

11.2.
Did Not Start (DNC)

A competitor who does not attend on a race day, and who does not have sufficient races to count at the end of the series will be allocated points equal to the total number of entries for the series plus one.

11.2.1. Did Not Start (DNS)

A competitor who is present and intends to race on a race day, but who does not start a particular race, and who also does not have sufficient races to count at the end of the series will be allocated points equal to the number of entries for the day plus two. 

11.3.
Disqualified (DSQ)

A competitor who ranks as a starter, but is disqualified either by the Race Officer or subsequently by a Protest Committee will be allocated points equal to the total number of entries for the series plus two.

11.4.
Duty

Duty personnel (Race Officer or Rescue personnel) will be allocated points equal to the average of their results from all races sailed in the series. In the event that insufficient races have been sailed to meet the minimum number of races required, points as detailed “did not start (DNS or DNC as appropriate)” will be applied to the competitors scores to make up the required total (less the number of duties) prior to the average score being worked out. Points will only be allocated if races are run on duty days.

11.5.
Results

Results issued on the day of racing will be provisional until ratified and placed on the Club noticeboard.

12.
Advertising

All Club racing will be sailed under “Category C” in accordance with R.R.S. 79. Boats may carry advertising on hull(s), sails and spars as laid down in this Rule.

